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ICEBREAKER

“I’M GAY. WOULD I BE WELCOME AT YOUR CHURCH?”



EUGENE PETERSON
I wouldn’t have said this 20 years ago, but now I know a lot of people who are gay 
and lesbian and they seem to have as good a spiritual life as I do. I think that kind 
of debate about lesbians and gays might be over. People who disapprove of it, 
they’ll probably just go to another church. So we’re in a transition and I think it’s a 
transition for the best, for the good. I don’t think it’s something that you can 
parade, but it’s not a right or wrong thing as far as I’m concerned.



LIFEWAY CHRISTIAN BOOKSTORES
“LifeWay only carries resources in our stores by authors who hold to the biblical 
view of marriage. We are attempting to confirm with Eugene Peterson or his 
representatives that his recent interview on same-sex marriage accurately 
reflects his views. If he confirms he does not hold to a biblical view of marriage, 
LifeWay will no longer sell any resources by him, including The Message.”



EUGENE PETERSON’S RETRACTION
[...]

To clarify, I affirm a biblical view of marriage: one man to one woman. I affirm a 
biblical view of everything.



Nashville Statement
A doctrinal statement written by a coalition of conservative evangelicals 
laying out what they believe to be a “biblical” view of human sexuality.



Nashville Statement: Article 10
WE AFFIRM that it is sinful to approve of homosexual immorality or 
transgenderism and that such approval constitutes an essential departure 
from Christian faithfulness and witness.

WE DENY that the approval of homosexual immorality or transgenderism 
is a matter of moral indifference about which otherwise faithful Christians 
should agree to disagree.
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A GAY CHRISTIAN?

CAN YOU BE GAY AND CHRISTIAN?



The CLOSED (AND NOT AFFIRMING) Perspective

YOU CANNOT BE GAY AND CHRISTIAN AT THE SAME TIME.



The Six “Clobber” Passages
Genesis 19 (Sodom & Gomorrah)

Leviticus 18:22

Leviticus 20:13

Romans 1:26-27

1 Corinthians 6:9-10

1 Timothy 1:9-11



The Six “Clobber” Passages: 3 from the OT
Genesis 19 (Sodom & Gomorrah)
4 Before they had gone to bed, all the men from every part of the city of Sodom—both young and 
old—surrounded the house. 5 They called to Lot, “Where are the men who came to you tonight? 
Bring them out to us so that we can have sex with them.”

Leviticus 18:22
22 “‘Do not have sexual relations with a man as one does with a woman; that is detestable.’”

Leviticus 20:13
13 “‘If a man has sexual relations with a man as one does with a woman, both of them have done 
what is detestable. They are to be put to death; their blood will be on their own heads.’”



The Six “Clobber” Passages: 3 from the NT
Romans 1:26-27
26 Because of this, God gave them over to shameful lusts. Even their women exchanged natural 
sexual relations for unnatural ones. 27 In the same way the men also abandoned natural relations 
with women and were inflamed with lust for one another. Men committed shameful acts with 
other men, and received in themselves the due penalty for their error.

1 Corinthians 6:9-10
9 Or do you not know that wrongdoers will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: 
Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor men who have sex with men 10 nor 
thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God.



The Six “Clobber” Passages: 3 from the NT
1 Timothy 1:9-11
9 We also know that the law is made not for the righteous but for lawbreakers and rebels, the 
ungodly and sinful, the unholy and irreligious, for those who kill their fathers or mothers, for 
murderers, 10 for the sexually immoral, for those practicing homosexuality, for slave traders and 
liars and perjurers—and for whatever else is contrary to the sound doctrine 11 that conforms to 
the gospel concerning the glory of the blessed God, which he entrusted to me.
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The CLOSED (AND NOT AFFIRMING) Perspective

THE BIBLE SAYS IT, I BELIEVE IT, THAT SETTLES IT.
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OPEN BUT NOT AFFIRMING

Orientation vs. Behavior

What is being condemned in the Bible is 

behavior not orientation.

It is the intent to act and the act itself that 

is condemned.

Attraction vs. Consummation

Same sex attraction itself is not a sin, but 

you cannot consummate that attraction.



OPEN BUT NOT AFFIRMING

YOU CAN BE GAY AND CHRISTIAN, BUT...



OPEN BUT NOT AFFIRMING

The path that is given for gay and lesbian Christians in OPEN BUT NOT 
AFFIRMING churches is a life of celibacy.



RICHARD HAYS
[George Washington Ivey Professor of New Testament at Duke Divinity School]

“It leaves them in precisely the same situation as the heterosexual who would like 
to marry but cannot find an appropriate partner (and there are many such): 
summoned to a difficult, costly obedience, while ‘groaning’ for the ‘redemption of 
our bodies’ (Rom. 8:23). Anyone who does not recognize this as a description of 
authentic Christian existence has never struggled seriously with the imperatives 
of the gospel, which challenge and frustrate our ‘natural’ impulses in countless 
ways.”



WESLEY HILL

I remember recently talking to a Roman Catholic 
friend of mine who grew up in the church. He said, 
“From the time I was 4 years old, it was a huge 
question in my mind as to whether God might call 
me to be celibate”—because God might call him to 
be a priest. As soon as I heard him say that, I 
thought, “Our childhoods were so profoundly 
different because it never occurred to me that God 
might call me to be celibate. It never occurred to me 
to contemplate the single life.” I always simply 
assumed I’d go to college and meet my spouse like 
my parents did and live a Christian life by having 
kids and being part of a family values church. That 
was the future; that was the path. It never occurred 
to me that God might have in mind a vocation of 
celibacy. I apparently never read 1 Corinthians 7.



A LETTER WRITTEN TO WESLEY HILL
“What I cannot imagine, what causes me to wince in terror, is the thought of 
being celibate in my 40s, 50s, 60s, and beyond. Perhaps I lack your strength 
or contentment for celibacy. Perhaps I have not received the relational 
support to joyfully pursue a vocation of celibacy. Whatever the case, I’m 
profoundly restless in my celibacy, so restless that at times I feel like I’m 
suffocating under the burden of it…”



A LETTER WRITTEN TO WESLEY HILL
“…Call it weakness, but I just need to be needed and not needed by a friend 
who closes the distance by a phone call, drive or flight. I need to be needed 
by a companion who is there when I return from work, there when I walk in 
the park, there when I prepare a meal for dinner, there when I read from a 
book out loud, there when I go to bed, there when I wake up, there when I 
cry or laugh, there when I am sick. In short, I desire a covenantal 
relationship where my helper and I witness each other’s “moments of 
being”, otherwise I dread the thought of having those moments forever 
unwitnessed. Sure, God witnesses my moments of being, but that is not 
enough. I need the face of God in a watchful and loving human face.”



SPIRITUAL FRIENDSHIPS
WEDDED FRIENDSHIPS: Vowed relationships between two male friends.

● Permanent
● Honored
● Church-Sanctioned
● Same-sex Friendships



OPEN BUT NOT AFFIRMING
Here is the question that must be answered in OPEN BUT NOT 
AFFIRMING churches:

THIS IS A HEAVY BURDEN, WHO WILL HELP ME LIFT IT?



RESOURCES
YOUTUBE:

● WESLEY HILL
● TIMOTHY KELLER
● N.T. WRIGHT

BOOKS:
● Washed and Waiting by Wesley Hill
● Spiritual Friendship by Wesley Hill
● The Moral Vision of the New Testament by Richard B. Hays

(pp. 379-406)
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OPEN AND AFFIRMING

YOU CAN BE GAY AND CHRISTIAN.
[NO BUTS]
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OPEN AND AFFIRMING

TWO SCHOOLS OF THOUGHT:
1. Re-interpret the 6 clobber passages
2. Concede that the Bible condemns same-sex relations.

Appeal to the role of experience in the task of interpreting Scripture.



The Six “Clobber” Passages
Genesis 19 (Sodom & Gomorrah)

Leviticus 18:22

Leviticus 20:13

Romans 1:26-27

1 Corinthians 6:9-10

1 Timothy 1:9-11



Dear Dr. Laura
1. Leviticus 25:44 states that I may possess slaves, both male and female, provided they are 

purchased from neighbouring nations. A friend of mine claims that this applies to Mexicans, 
but not Canadians. Can you clarify? Why can’t I own Canadians?

2. I would like to sell my daughter into slavery, as sanctioned in Exodus 21:7. In this day and 
age, what do you think would be a fair price for her?

3. When I burn a bull on the altar as a sacrifice, I know it creates a pleasing odor for the Lord – 
Lev. 1:9. The problem is my neighbours. They claim the odor is not pleasing to them. Should 
I smite them?

4. I have a neighbour who insists on working on the Sabbath. Exodus 35:2. clearly states he 
should be put to death. Am I morally obligated to kill him myself, or should I ask the police to 
do it?



The Six (“Clobber”) Passages: 3 from the NT
Romans 1:24-27 (NRSV)
26 For this reason God gave them up to degrading passions. Their women 
exchanged natural intercourse for unnatural, 27 and in the same way also the 
men, giving up natural intercourse with women, were consumed with passion for 
one another. Men committed shameless acts with men and received in their own 
persons the due penalty for their error.
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DIO CHRYSOSTOM (1 AD)
GREEK PHILOSOPHER

“The man whose appetite is insatiate  in such things...will have contempt for 
the easy conquest and scorn for a woman’s love, as a thing too readily 
given...and will turn his assault against the male quarters...believing that in 
them he will find a kind of pleasure difficult and hard to procure.”
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RESOURCES [OPEN AND AFFIRMING]

YOUTUBE:
● The Reformation Project

BOOKS:
● God & the Gay Christian by Matthew Vines
● Bible, Gender, Sexuality: Reframing the Church’s Debate on Same-Sex 

Relationships by James V. Brownson
● Torn: Rescuing the Gospel from the Gays-vs.-Christians Debate by 

Justin Lee



Taking Scripture Seriously By 
Disregarding What It Says



Galatians 6:15
15 Neither circumcision nor uncircumcision means anything; what counts is 
the new creation.



Genesis 17:12-14
[GOD’S COVENANT WITH ABRAHAM]

12 For the generations to come every male among you who is eight days old 
must be circumcised, including those born in your household or bought with 
money from a foreigner—those who are not your offspring. 13 Whether 
born in your household or bought with your money, they must be 
circumcised. My covenant in your flesh is to be an everlasting covenant. 
14 Any uncircumcised male, who has not been circumcised in the flesh, will 
be cut off from his people; he has broken my covenant.



Ezekiel 44:6-9
6 Say to rebellious Israel, ‘This is what the Sovereign Lord says: Enough of your 
detestable practices, people of Israel! 7 In addition to all your other detestable 
practices, you brought foreigners uncircumcised in heart and flesh into my 
sanctuary, desecrating my temple while you offered me food, fat and blood, and 
you broke my covenant. 8 Instead of carrying out your duty in regard to my holy 
things, you put others in charge of my sanctuary. 9 This is what the Sovereign 
Lord says: No foreigner uncircumcised in heart and flesh is to enter my sanctuary, 
not even the foreigners who live among the Israelites.



Acts 15:5
5 Then some of the believers who belonged to the party of the Pharisees 
stood up and said, “The Gentiles must be circumcised and required to keep 
the law of Moses.”



Acts 15:6-11
6 The apostles and elders met to consider this question. 7 After much 
discussion, Peter got up and addressed them: “Brothers, you know that 
some time ago God made a choice among you that the Gentiles might hear 
from my lips the message of the gospel and believe. 8 God, who knows the 
heart, showed that he accepted them by giving the Holy Spirit to them, just 
as he did to us. 9 He did not discriminate between us and them, for he 
purified their hearts by faith. 10 Now then, why do you try to test God by 
putting on the necks of Gentiles a yoke that neither we nor our ancestors 
have been able to bear? 11 No! We believe it is through the grace of our 
Lord Jesus that we are saved, just as they are.”



SYLVIA C. KEESMAAT
[Adjunct Professor of Biblical Studies and Hermeneutics at the Institute for Christian Studies in 
Toronto]

“All the texts that speak of the Gentiles joining themselves to the house of Israel 
also envision that these Gentiles will keep Torah. There was no hint that this 
requirement would ever be overthrown; there is absolutely no biblical precedent 
for welcoming in Gentiles without being circumcised and following Torah.”



LUKE TIMOTHY JOHNSON
[Robert W. Woodruff Professor of New Testament and Christian Origins at Candler School of 
Theology]

“Acts provides an example for us of the church discerning God’s activity in human 
lives, being obedient in faith to God’s self-disclosure in such stories, and then 
reinterpreting Scripture in light of the experience of God.”

“In short, we would not have the New Testament as Scripture if the first believers 
had not been willing to obey the living God disclosed in their own bodies more 
than the precedents provided by the writings—writings they also, by the way, 
considered holy and inspired by God.”



LUKE TIMOTHY JOHNSON
[Robert W. Woodruff Professor of New Testament and Christian Origins at Candler School of 
Theology]

“By ‘experience’ we do not mean every idiosyncratic or impulsive expression of 
human desire. We refer rather to those profound stories of bondage and freedom, 
longing and love, shared by thousands of persons over many centuries and across 
many cultures, that help define them as human. The church cannot say “yes” to 
what the New Testament calls porneia (‘sexual immorality’); but the church must 
say yes to the witness of lives that build the holiness of the church.”



WESLEYAN QUADRILATERAL

SCRIPTURE TRADITION

EXPERIENCE REASON



RESOURCES [OPEN AND AFFIRMING]

YOUTUBE:
● Luke Timothy Johnson
● J. R. Daniel Kirk

ONLINE ARTICLES
● Homosexuality & The Church by Luke Timothy Johnson

BOOKS:
● Scripture & Discernment: Decision Making in the Church by Luke 

Timothy Johnson
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